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WELCOME FROM YOUR COORDINATOR
Dear Photographers! 

We want to congratulate and welcome you to the team! You are now officially a part of this 
amazing team and will be a key person in the preserving and generating the transmission of 
the MEUS 2020 vibes.

Be prepared for the whole week of Model European Union Strasbourg being very intense and 
absorbing every part of your soul. During the week, you will look into the work of the Council 
of the European Union and the European Parliament, so use this time to develop your skills and 
discover your hidden talents.  

Photographers as a separate team is a novelty of the 2020 edition and you will be the first 
group of people who will experience it. Before 2020, Photographers used to work as a part of 
the Journalists team, but considering the importance of and unique approach involved in event 
photography, we decided to distinguish this group as a separate team.

For any role-related questions and issues you may face before and during the Conference, you 
can reach out to your Coordinator Alexander Akhmedov (a.akhmedov@meu-strasbourg.org). 
For all other inquiries, please email participants@meu-strasbourg.org. 

I hope this guide will answer some of your questions and let you prepare to be the best 
photographers MEUS has ever had! 

Sincerely,
Your humble servant 

Alexander Akhmedov
Photographers’ Coordinator

mailto:a.akhmedov@meu-strasbourg.org
mailto:participants@meu-strasbourg.org
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A FEW WORDS ON MEUS AND HOW IT WORKS
Model European Union Strasbourg is the oldest simulation of the EU decision-making process. Each 
year for more than a decade, we welcome roughly 200 young Europeans in the premises of the 
European Parliament in Strasbourg for a full week of debates, discussions and networking. Among the 
participants, you can find MEPs, Ministers, Chairs, Interest Representatives, Interpreters, and last but 
not least, Journalists. Here are the most important facts you have to know about all of them:

Members of the European Parliament (or MEPs) represent the largest group of participants. Each 
MEP is guided by their European political group’s and national party’s agendas regarding the legislative 
proposals on the table.

Ministers represent the interests of the national government they have been assigned to and work on 
amending the proposals accordingly.

Chairs are the Presidency in both the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union. 
Four chairs in total are divided equally into the Presidiums of each hall. These are the people who, let’s 
say, look after their wards. 

Interest Representatives are the group of participants who use the system and circumstances in 
order to influence final decisions by persuading MEPs and Ministers according to the interests of their 
employer.

Interpreters work in both the European Parliament and the Council of the EU. Their workplace is 
located in the special booths at the back of the halls and this is the tricky part for you as a Photographer, 
as you will have to work with the reflections on the glass. For us, it will be possible at certain times to 
walk inside the booths to photograph interpreters from there as well as the view onto the plenary from 
behind the glass.

Journalists are the people we work really closely with. They have two different subgroups that you have 
to know about: Video Journalists and News Editors. This division is a novelty of the 2020 edition (just 
like the allocation of Photographers to a separate group). News Editors report breaking news online 
and produce and broadcast daily news videos with the help of Video Journalists. Since reporting usually 
needs visuals, it will be vital for us to communicate with Journalists and have the ability to provide 
photographs on demand.

As you may already see, MEUS is a large group of people. Although we work under a single roof in the 
European Parliament, we debate, negotiate and live our lives not in a single open space, so we have to 
be really careful and do our best to make sure that absolutely everyone is in focus. It is crucial to have 
good communication between us and with the different groups of other roles.
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OVERVIEW OF THE WORK
During all the days of the conference, your main duty will be photography (surprise!). All the participants 
will be concentrated into two main groups: the European Parliament and the Council of the European 
Union, both sitting in the building of the European Parliament. Thus, our team will be separated the 
same way and will cover both institutions. However the juicy content will be available, as you may guess, 
on the sidelines, so be prepared and prepare your cameras during the coffee-breaks and informal chit 
chats between our participants. 

The schedule of your work will be developed with respect to one main principle: to make photographs 
available as soon as it is possible to do so. We will have a sync to hard drive roughly every three hours 
during the simulation, so we can continuously provide content to the rest of the conference attendees. 

You will have shifts of 1.5 - 2 hours depending on the sessions timetable and the current situation at 
the venue. It will give everyone a chance to work in different conditions and meet all the participants. 
During the day there is always a shift for each Photographer during which you can work on editing your 
photographs, since we have another hard deadline - edited pictures should be ready to use within 24h 
during the conference week to be put on the official MEUS social media pages. 

There is also a requirement to the format of the photographs: unedited pictures should be provided in 
RAW format. This is why syncing is very important to prevent running out of memory in the middle of a 
hot debate. Edited pictures should be watermarked with the official MEUS logo (which will be provided 
to all of you) and provided in JPEG. Please check the settings of the cameras you have, as original 
photographs will have to be in RAW.

I do believe that every person with the camera in their hands is a true passionate talent, so your 
involvement and proactivity is always very welcome. During the majority of socials, we want you to enjoy 
the events yourself and won’t make you perform your profession, however, I would really appreciate 
your voluntary help during those nights. Feel free to take out your cameras and take some snapshots! 
Your asset there will help us mix visual memories with more casual and funny stories! And it will be a 
great opportunity for you to test your skills in casual event photography :)
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FOCUS POINTS AND MAIN REQUIREMENTS
 � Do not take as many pictures as you can.The quality matters, not quantity. Try to avoid the bad 

examples and the most common mistakes as shown in the examples below:

 

grained, wrong cropwrong white balance and skin tones,
 out of focus

underexposed picture overexposed picture
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 � Do not take pictures of everyone in every position. Stress your attention towards key scenes, like 
speakers during the debates in the institutions; 

 � Don’t shoot lots of portraits with no scene behind. Focus on sharing the whole story during the 
event;

 � If you practice architectural photography or you’d like to do so, shoot the venue as well. Photographs 
with no people on it are also great in their own way;

 � When editing, do not overplay with the settings and layers. Don’t use tons of filters and retouch. 
Leave photographs as natural as they can be;

 � Work really closely with Journalists and supply them with photographs from the event, their team is 
our closest friend at the conference; 

 � The use of photographs: we will use them on our social media channels and websites and they will 
be shared with MEUS 2020 partners, the media and other stakeholders;

 � For legal reasons of copyright and data privacy, you will be asked to become a member of the 
association behind MEUS: BETA France. We will cover the 10€ membership fee out of your 
participation fee and you will remain a member of BETA France for exactly one year from the 
beginning of the conference, after which you can either renew your membership or let it automatically 
end. Please approach me if this is an issue for you;

 � Since we want to use your pieces of art during the conference and in the future, all rights for any 
photographs will remain in the hands of BETA France. However, we will credit you as the author 
wherever possible;

 � Please do not use your own watermark on the photographs you send to us. You may still use it 
for your portfolio, and your personal social media platforms. However, you cannot use any of the 
photographs for any kind of commercial use;

 � During the conference itself, you can share them whenever and wherever you like with a referral to 
MEUS 2020 using hashtags and links to our official social media pages or websites.

And the last requirement, but not the least: enjoy your time at Model European Union 2020 
and don’t forget that we are a team; a team of passionate, talented young professionals, 
who support and help one another. On Workshops Day, before the simulation itself, we 
will meet all together and go through all the necessary information and formalities, meet 
each other and have a bit of practice. I am extremely excited for our joint work and can’t 
wait to meet you all in person.

completely out of focus focus on the wrong section
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“What I like about photographs is that they capture a 
moment that’s gone forever, impossible to reproduce.”

- Karl Lagerfeld
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