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Forchheim site expansion: 350 million euro project celebrates 
topping-out ceremony 
 

• Shell of the "High Energy Photonics Center" in Forchheim is completed 

• With €350 million, the largest single investment in new construction by Siemens 

Healthineers 

• One of the most modern factories for medical technology components in Europe is 

scheduled to go into operation in 2023 

• Sustainable goal: CO2-neutral operation of the buildings 

 

Siemens Healthineers and general contractor PORR celebrated the topping-out ceremony 

for the High Energy Photonics (HEP) Center today in Forchheim, Germany. The ceremony 

with employees and invited guests took place in the shell of the new building. In the future, 

Siemens Healthineers will bundle the production, research and development as well as the 

logistics of X-ray tubes and generators here. These components are the main components 

of modern computed tomography, angiography and X-ray systems. The new factory will be 

fully digitally connected and will have highly automated equipment that will help reduce 

production costs, increase product quality and provide sufficient capacity for further 

growth in the future. A specially developed energy concept was designed to enable almost 

CO2-neutral operation of the building complex. The HEP Center is scheduled to go into 

operation at the end of 2023 and offer space for around 700 workplaces. 

 

"Since the opening of our first factory for computed tomography in 1986, we have 

continuously developed the high-tech site in Forchheim and successfully expanded it into a 

global medical technology competence center. With the High Energy Photonics Center, we 

are now creating one of the most modern and sustainable facilities for the development 

and production of medical technology components in Europe and beyond. As a global 
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company, this milestone in our history also underlines our commitment to Germany and 

Bavaria as a technology center," said Bernd Montag, CEO of Siemens Healthineers. 

 

When planning and developing the 57,000 square meter building, an area of about eight 

football fields, Siemens Healthineers focused on a sustainable life cycle of the buildings. The 

new building should be able to be operated almost CO2-neural. Since the production 

processes require a lot of energy and cooling, Siemens Healthineers developed an energy 

concept that, for example, uses waste heat from the production processes and recovers 

part of the heat energy. Photovoltaic systems on the roof with a yield of about 1.5 GWh/a, 

which corresponds to the electricity requirements of 300 households with 4 people per 

year, highly efficient heat pumps and the purchase of green electricity for the remaining 

demand should reduce CO2 emissions to almost zero. Regional and recyclable building 

materials also reduce pollutant emissions by shortening transport routes. The design of the 

outdoor facilities with native plants and bright surfaces promotes biodiversity and reduces 

heat radiation. Natural materials in the interior, external sun protection and intelligent 

building technology ensure comfort for employees at any time of the year. 

 

Siemens Healthineers implements state-of-the-art Industry 4.0 standards in the planning, 

construction and equipment of the factory. For example, the entire plant and its processes 

were mapped in detail in a so-called digital twin during the planning phase. Entire 

production lines and production processes were optimized in simulations before any 

construction was done. This increases the efficiency of the plant while also saving time and 

money. In addition, the HEP Center will be the first Siemens Healthineers factory with a 

complete end-to-end digitalization approach that will be implemented throughout the 

entire product life cycle:. All production steps are connected and mapped via software and 

can be coordinated with each other. For example, the development department creates a 

digital twin of products. This data flows directly into production and is further processed 

there. This increases cost efficiency, quality and transparency, optimizing the entire 

manufacturing process.   

The high-performance X-ray tubes and high-voltage generators that will be manufactured in 

Forchheim in the future will be used in X-ray systems, computed tomography and 

angiography systems. Siemens Healthineers produces these systems at the Forchheim site. 

Examples are the Luminos X-ray system, computed tomography of the Somatom series or 

angiography systems of the Artis product range. 
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This press release and a press picture are available at  

https://www.siemens-healthineers.com/press/releases/Richtfest2021. 

 

 

 

Contact for journalists 

Heiko Jahr 

Phone: +49 162 2568 150; E-mail: heiko.jahr@siemens-healthineers.com 

 

Follow the press team on Twitter: https://twitter.com/siemenshealthpr 

 

Siemens Healthineers AG (listed in Frankfurt, Germany: SHL) is shaping the future of healthcare. As a leading medical 

technology company headquartered in Erlangen, Germany, Siemens Healthineers enables healthcare providers worldwide 

through its regional companies to increase value by empowering them on their journey towards expanding precision 

medicine, transforming care delivery, improving the patient experience, and digitalizing healthcare. Siemens Healthineers is 

continuously developing its product and service portfolio, with AI-supported applications and digital offerings that play an 

increasingly important role in the next generation of medical technology. These new applications will enhance the company’s 

foundation in in-vitro diagnostics, image-guided therapy, in-vivo diagnostics, and innovative cancer care. Siemens 

Healthineers also provides a range of services and solutions to enhance healthcare providers’ ability to provide high-quality, 

efficient care to patients. In fiscal 2020, which ended on September 30, 2020, Siemens Healthineers generated revenue of 

€14.5 billion and adjusted EBIT of €2.2 billion. Following the acquisition of Varian Medical Systems, Inc. the company has 

approximately 66,000 employees worldwide. Further information is available at www.siemens-healthineers.com. 
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