Global Impact
Our borrowers are future leaders from around the world.

83%
78%

of our borrowers had no
alternative funding options.
of our borrowers come
from emerging markets.

66%

of our student borrowers live
overseas following graduation.

33%

of our borrowers send
remittances to back home.

“If it hadn’t been for Prodigy,
I wouldn’t have been able
to attend INSEAD…
You’re a team full of
smarts and hearts.”
- Ayesha, INSEAD 2011
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CASE STUDY
PATRICIO CUELLAR
Patricio Cuellar has had a fairly unusual life. As a child, he sold CDs at his father’s humble
nightclub in downtown Monterrey. This sparked what would be a life-long interest in
entrepreneurialism. Aged 27, he has worked his way up to owning two businesses, both of
which are in the food industry and focus on social and environmental sustainability.
Through his businesses, he’s become increasingly aware of the need for the workplace to be
accessible for the disadvantaged members of society. Instead of pursuing an MBA and
working in a large corporate, Patricio wants to focus on using his ﬂair for entrepreneurialism
to give back to his local community. This is why he chose to study for an MS in Sustainability
and Innovation at HEC in Paris, France.

WHY HE DECIDED TO DO HIS MASTERS
When Prodigy Finance met Patricio, his loan was already
approved and he was in the ﬁnal stages of packing up his
life to move to France. After attending university in
Monterrey, Patricio used his business acumen to set up
two local businesses, whilst also providing sustainability
consulting services to the government. His two business
span the hospitality value chain – a ﬁsh supply business
and a high-end seafood restaurant.
According to Patricio, both businesses have a strong
social element. The ﬁsh supply business not only
provides work for members of the ﬁshing community in
Mexico, but also employs sustainable ﬁshing methods.
His restaurant also employs a number of people from
Monterrey and the surrounding areas and was the
catalyst for him wanting to pursue a postgraduate
degree in sustainability and innovation.
In fact, he was so convinced of the social element to his
work that it even dictated where he wanted to study. For
him, France was the obvious choice because of their
socially-minded approach to public policy. Once he’d
decided on this, he looked at the best institutions for his
subject. HEC was the clear winner due to their great
reputation in sustainability and entrepreneurship. He
has only just arrived on campus but was already
contributing to the school community when back in
Monterrey by helping plan HEC’s autumn impact
investing conference.

FINANCING YOUR MBA:
OTHER OPTIONS VS PRODIGY FINANCE
Despite being so determined to pursue a postgraduate
course abroad Patricio was beginning to think his luck had
run out in the search to secure funding. When he was 17,
Patricio travelled from Monterrey to Mexico City in pursuit of
personal development opportunities. He was determined
to sit for a national exam to determine the winners of the
highly coveted scholarships, of which there were only three.
“I turned up to this test in my ‘Monterrey’ clothes: ﬂip ﬂops.
Not smartly dressed at all. Everybody else seemed to be an
economist or a consultant. They were all in suits, had been
studying for this process for a long time, and were convinced
of how it would further their career development.”
Feeling like a country boy in the big city, Patricio was
intimidated. To his surprise (and his family’s), he was
announced as the highest scorer and won the scholarship
to study. This, he says, was formative in shaping his
character and ambitions.
Several years later, and desperate to go to France, Patricio
knew that he wouldn’t be able to pursue his dream without
being funded. He ﬁrst tried a government loan, and when he
was refused based on funding limitations (the funding was
available exclusively for scientists), his frustration led him to
phone the organization every day until he spoke to the the
director. Despite his perseverance to plead his case at the
highest levels, the answer was still no.

PRODIGY FINANCE APPLICATION PROCESS
Then, a friend of Patricio’s told him about Prodigy. Fresh from the disappointment of his rejection from the Mexican
government, he was skeptical. However, this didn’t last. He says the loan application process was so easy that he’d
recommend it to anybody. He also stressed that people in Monterrey really need a company like Prodigy:
“Monterrey is the starting point of industrial Mexico. We work really hard. There is good [undergraduate] education here,
and a lot of talent, but limited accessible funding. Most people really want to go abroad and bring the knowledge back but
we aren’t able to. Prodigy is great.”

CASE STUDY
MOREBLESSINGS SEKENHAMO

Moreblessings dreamt of doing his MBA at University of Chicago’s Booth School of
Business. Originally from Harare in Zimbabwe, he worked in Private Equity and
Investment Banking in Corporate Finance in Zimbabwe before undertaking his MBA.
In an interview with Prodigy Finance, he explains why he decided to do an MBA, his
struggles with ﬁnancing his degree and what he thinks of the Prodigy business model
and community.

WHY HE DECIDED TO PURSUE HIS MBA
While working in Zimbabwe in Private Equity and Investment
Banking in Corporate Finance, Moreblessings decided to take
charge of his career and advance as far as possible.
Zimbabwe is a developing country, and though there are many
positives to consider, a job in Private Equity and Investment
Banking doesn’t carry the same weight – or paycheck – found
elsewhere in the world. Transformative leaders in the sector
are in demand and Moreblessings wanted to be one of them.
Before he began the business school application process,
Moreblessings took stock of his skills and the intended
direction of his career. He had a depth of ability and experience
in ﬁnance and accounting, corporate ﬁnancing and corporate
advisory, but there were areas with gaps he wanted to ﬁll.
To become a leader, Moreblessings knew there were skills to
develop and relationships and networks to build. Moreblessings wanted to acquire better understanding of marketing and
strategic management. And, he wanted to lead and inspire
people. “I wanted to be with the best of the best” he adds. It
had always been his long-term goal to pursue a career in
business and ﬁnance without any limitations, without any
barriers.
Without a doubt, business school was part of his plan. Between
the skills he needed and the career path he was on, business
school was the shortest path to becoming the well-rounded
business leader he desired to be. By making this quantum leap,
Moreblessings would do more than achieve individual dreams
and goals; he was setting an example for young people in
Africa. Through his endeavours, Moreblessings wanted to
demonstrate that anything is possible in Zimbabwe and in
Africa; it’s possible to realize dreams regardless of individual
spheres of inﬂuence or area of interest.
After deciding an advanced degree was the best possible path,
the decision to study internationally followed with even less
hesitation. Moreblessings wanted an opportunity to learn from
this widest possible scope of people. By attending business
school abroad, he could learn from classmates in a diverse set
of careers and cultures. He explains, for example, that he made
friends with classmates who were in the military and, therefore,
brought a diﬀerent perspective to a strategic leadership case,
an experience that he describes as “priceless”.

FINANCING YOUR MBA: OTHER OPTIONS
VS. PRODIGY FINANCE
Zimbabwe oﬀers possibility, but as a developing country, salaries
are lower and recent exchange rates make it diﬃcult to maximise
savings outside of the country. Moreblessings took a big leap of
faith when he ﬁrst moved to the US; he had only enough savings to
last for the ﬁrst quarter. Although, he was fortunate to receive a
scholarship, there was still a funding gap in the required ﬁnancing
that he needed to complete his MBA.
He explored various funding paths, knocking on the door of every
available option, but that door was always shut. Prodigy Finance
was the ﬁrst opportunity to get through that door.
Without Prodigy Finance, Moreblessings would have put his MBA
goals on hold. He had started his MBA, but would not have been
able to complete it at that time without additional ﬁnancing. The
only option was to return to Harare and save for several years
before returning to complete his degree. Moreblessings understood the risk to his career fully, noting that [without a Prodigy
Finance loan], “I wouldn’t be making the required progress that I
needed in my career so it would have set me back a number of
years”.

PRODIGY FINANCE BUSINESS MODEL &
COMMUNITY:
Despite his experiences in banking, Moreblessings believes the
traditional parameters of ﬁnancing are broken. With companies
like Prodigy Finance ﬁnding ways to make it work for people like
him, Moreblessings is excited to see what the future of ﬁnance
holds for everyone.
“When I had found out that Prodigy had given me the loan, I was
really excited as I could now focus on the business of being in
business school and focus on my goals again.”
Moreblessings strongly believes in the Prodigy Finance innovative
business model and supports the community-funded platform.
He explains that investing in human capital is extremely important,
especially when fast-tracked by companies like Prodigy Finance
that help fund students from developing countries like Zimbabwe.
He substantiates his support and belief in the Prodigy community
and business model, stating that, as someone believed in him and
helped him reach his dream, he will invest in Prodigy Finance in the
future to do the same. He wants to support and put his money on
the line to show his commitment to these students and the potential that they have.

CASE STUDY
VINNI GOSAIN
Vinni envisioned herself doing an MBA from a top 5 Business School given her
experience and knowledge. Originally from New Delhi in India, she worked 2 years at a
start-up and 5 years with McKinsey in New Delhi.

WHY SHE DECIDED TO PURSUE HER MBA
Not being from a ﬁnancially well-oﬀ family, she had to start
working immediately after completing her undergrad to
support herself. She started her career at a start-up managing delinquent debts. From there, she used her newly found
network to move to a Risk Management position at
McKinsey. Vinni felt very overwhelmed with her new role and
that she did not possess any skills that McKinsey would
require. Vinni put in the extra hours required to improve her
hard skills and managed to become a distinguished performer over her 5 years at McKinsey. This led to her building trust
at the company and gaining close colleagues, a few who now
act as her mentors.
Her mentors at McKinsey provided guidance that her hard
work alone would not be suﬃcient for sustainable career
growth and recommended an MBA from a top international
Business School as a way to become a leader and fast track
her career. To her surprise, having a top ﬁrm on her CV, great
recommendations, a top GMAT score, and recognisable work
accomplishments were not enough to be able to pursue an
MBA. She soon realised that funding for an international
postgraduate degree can be much more diﬃcult than the
competitive admissions process.

FINANCING YOUR MBA: OTHER OPTIONS
VS. PRODIGY FINANCE:
Vinni was aware that a top international MBA would cost a
fortune and she was prepared to take an education loan to
ﬁnance it, since she completely believed in herself that she
would have the ability to repay it. She reached out to all banks
in India that oﬀered education loans in India to ﬁnance her
MBA from London Business School (LBS). She thought it
would be very easy due to the excellent university brand
recognition for LBS in India.
The various banks that she reached out to, demanded
collateral plus an interest rate of 11+% and insisted that both
her parents leave retirement and go back to work. Despite
these conditions, in the end the majority of the banks refused
to give her any funding even though the collateral that she
was oﬀering was 3 times more valuable than the loan value.
She spent over 8,000 GBP on this process, which is a small
fortune in India. In the end, she felt she had wasted 3 months
of her life and a considerable sum of money only to be left
without ﬁnancing options. This whole process exasperated
Vinni and reduced her hard-earned savings for her deposit at
LBS. “I did not understand why I could not get a fair loan
despite my good income, excellent credit score, great job
prospects, no history of defaults and even reluctantly
oﬀering high collateral.”

PRODIGY FINANCE BUSINESS MODEL &
COMMUNITY:

Vinni was amazed to see a company like Prodigy Finance
exists – a business that specialises in recognizing the potential
in people. Her experience with ﬁnancial institutions in India
made her believe that the lending system is broken and
closed to high potential people in her circumstances.
Vinni believes that Prodigy’s innovative model is adding
incredible value – particularly to driven women from emerging
markets. Vinni attended an event in New Delhi that brought
together Indian Prodigy Finance borrowers (who have repaid
their loans) with interested students and she instantly felt part
of a local community that understood her dreams of international education. Recognising that her Prodigy loan changed
her life, Vinni is determined to pay back and would love to
become an investor – paying forward the opportunity others
aﬀorded her.

This whole experience led to Vinni forcing to believe that
“talent” is not recognized by Indian ﬁnancial institutions. At
that point, Vinni had heard about Prodigy Finance through a
friend and decided to attend an event in New Delhi. She was
surprised that Prodigy agreed to ﬁnance her MBA within a
week, asking for basic personal information, a few standard
supporting documents, and no hidden fees. “I could not
believe there were no hidden terms and conditions, just a
straightforward and transparent way to get an education
loan.” Prodigy took less than a week to approve her loan
application. Prodigy Finance was so helpful that Vinni was
ﬁnally able to focus on securing her study visa and her big
move to London. “I still do not have words enough to thank
Prodigy for making my dream come true. Had it not been for
Prodigy Finance, I could never have done my MBA.”

