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INTERNATIONAL
TENNIS HALL OF FAME

Women and Tennis

Lesson 4: Venus & Serena Williams

Unit Overview: As students work through the activities in this unit they will be
introduced to some important women in tennis. They will explore, through varied
learning experiences, these women'’s significance to the game of tennis, but more
importantly their impact on the landscape of history. The activities that accompany
this unit are geared towards grades 6-8, the students’ multiple intelligences, and will
provide academic challenges at multiple levels of cognitive complexity while
satisfying the goal of working towards mastery of grade appropriate common core
standards of Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects.

Objectives:
Students will be able to-

Form an understanding of the contribution that Venus & Serena Williams made
to their sport in regard to the game of tennis and as women athletes in
general.

Gain background knowledge through vocabulary activities and comprehension
activities (such as guided questioning and using appropriate graphic
organizers) about the late 1990s and 2000s and about how the Williams
sisters contributed in a significant way to their specific time in history.

Work cooperatively in a small group environment to complete a hands-on
design project directly related to cutting edge tennis fashion.

Demonstrate what they have learned about the Williams sisters, their
significance to the game, and their place in history by successfully completing
guided questioning activities, group organizers, and by taking part in
meaningful classroom discussions.

Lesson Time Required: One hour or less per lesson
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Serena Williams

Serena Williams embodies style, power, beauty and courage. Currently ranked #1,
Serena has overcome insurmountable odds to win 21 career Grand Slams. Not only is
she remarkable at tennis, her success with endeavors outside of the sport include
film, television, fashion and philanthropy. Her tennis ability combined with her off-
court activity makes her one of the most recognizable names and faces in the world-
an icon.

Serena was born September 26, 1981 in Saginaw, Michigan, to Richard and Oracene
Williams. While still an infant, the family moved to Compton, California where she
began playing tennis at the age of four. At nine, Serena and her family moved to
West Palm Beach, Florida. Since that time, she has become one of the most
dominant figures in tennis.

Venus Williams

Athlete. Entrepreneur. Best-selling author. Olympic Gold medalist. Activist. Designer.
Daughter. Sister. Champion. Each of these describes Venus Williams, but on their
own they fail to capture the sum of her person.

Growing up in a tight-knit family and coached by her parents Richard and Oracene,
Williams entered the pro ranks of the Women’s Tennis Association when she was 14
years old. Her attacking style and impressive physicality immediately caught the
attention of the tennis industry. Soon, the whole world was watching Williams rack
up 43 WTA Tour titles, three Olympic Gold medals, break the record for fastest serve
ever recorded (129 mph), and compete in the longest finals match in Wimbledon
history (two hours and 45 minutes).

Venus Williams items on display in the Museum:

WTA Tour Equal Prize Money Recognition Award, 2007

Sterling Cut Glass Co. (American)

The Sony Ericsson WTA Tour created this one-of-a-kind display—containing a ball
from the 2007 Wimbledon Championships autographed by finalists Venus Williams
and Marion Bartoli—to recognize the achievement of securing equal prize money for
women in all four of the Grand Slam tournaments. In 2007 Roland Garros and
Wimbledon agreed to do so, following the Australian Open and the US Open who
have provided equal prize money since 2000 and 1973 respectively.

Gift of the Sony Ericsson WTA Tour, 2009



2009.14.1 a-c
Location: Area 3, WTA Virginia Slims and Prize Money Case

Dress worn by Venus Williams, 2010

Eleven by Venus Williams (American)

With its skin-toned lining, this “see-through” black lace dress shocked and awed
audiences during the 2010 French Open at Stade Roland Garros in Paris and around
the world. Venus’s daring ensemble entertained viewers of the second Grand Slam
event of the year.

Gift of Venus Williams, 2010

2010.21.1

Location: Area 3, WTA Fashion, Players, Year End Champs Case

Serena Williams items on display in the Museum:

Serena Williams’s Catsuit, 2002

Puma (German)

The form-fitting Lycra “catsuit” made headlines and raised eyebrows when Serena
Williams wore it as she dominated the 2002 US Open. Although Williams credited
the outfit for the supreme confidence with which she was playing, it was not worn
when she completed a “Serena Slam” in Melbourne at the 2003 Australian Open,
becoming the fifth woman in history to hold all four major titles at the same time.
Gift of Serena Williams, 2003

2003.22.1

Location: Area 3, WTA Fashion, Players, Year End Champs Case

Serena Williams’s Gold Tennis Shoe, 2002

Puma (Germany)

Williams sported the gilt tennis shoe style during the 2002 French Open Women’s
Singles Championships at Stade Roland Garros. She defeated her older sister Venus
7-5, 6-3 to win her first French Open title.

Gift of Serena Williams, 2002

2002.48

Location: Area 3, WTA Fashion, Players, Year End Champs Case



Dress and tennis shoes worn by Serena Williams, 2010

Nike, Inc. (American)

At the 2010 Australian Open, Serena Williams defended her 2009 title by defeating
Justine Henin of Belgium 6-4, 3-6, 6-2. This was Serena’s 12" major singles title and
an Open Era record 5% at the Australian Open.

Gift of Dianne Hayes on behalf of Nike, Inc. and Serena Williams, 2010

2010.12.1 and 2010.12.2a&b

Location: Area 3, Grand Slam Gallery, Center Case

Venus & Serena items on display:

Venus & Serena: Serving from the Hip

(author) Venus Williams (American, 1980- )

(author) Serena Williams (American, 1981- )

(contributor) Hilary Beard (American, unknown)

(publisher) Houghton Mifflin Company (American)

2007

ITHF&M Collection

PUB.2005.23

Location: Area 3, WTA Fashion, Players, Year End Champs Case

Possible Sources:

e Venus and Serena Williams by Virginia Aronson

e Venus Williams by John Bankston

e On the Line by Serena Williams

e Venus & Serena.: Serving from the hip by Venus & Serena Williams with Hilary
Beard

Materials Needed:

e Vocabulary Builder #4

e Documentary Venus and Serena: Discover the truth behind the legends

e Large human cutouts (newsprint silhouettes could be substituted for large
human cutouts)

e Various craft materials (feathers, fabric, ribbon...)

e Product rubric



Vocabulary:

e Cutting edge- (adj.) state of the art, the highest level of development, as of a
device, technique, or scientific field

e Trailblazer- (n.) a person who makes a new track through wild country
a pioneer; an innovator

e Compton- a city in southern Los Angeles County, California, United States,
situated south of downtown Los Angeles



Common Core Standards:
Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects:

e Key ideas and details

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support
analysis of primary and secondary sources.

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information
of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the
source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text's description of
a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law,
how interest rates are raised or lowered).

e Craft and Structure

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to
domains related to history/social studies.

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents
information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an
author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or
avoidance of particular facts).

¢ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:
o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in

charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in
print and digital texts.

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and
reasoned judgment in a text.

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a
primary and secondary source on the same topic.

e Research to Build and Present Knowledge

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.7 Conduct short research projects to answer
a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when
appropriate.

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.8 Gather relevant information from multiple
print and digital sources, assess the credibility of each source; and
guote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding
plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.




Lesson & Activity

Teaching/Model

1.

3.

Vocabulary Builder: Each student will receive a Vocabulary Builder graphic
organizer. The teacher will read each word and ask the students to fill in
bubble 1if they have never heard the word before, bubble 2 if they have heard
the word but are unsure of the definition or bubble 3 if they know the word
and can give the definition and use it in a sentence.

The teacher will work collaboratively with the students to come up with a
working definition of the words on the graphic organizer and a sentence using
the words as they pertain to the lesson at hand.

**All Students

a.

b.

The students will watch the documentary Venus and Serena: Discover
the truth behind the legends

The teacher will showcase Venus and Serena’s “cutting edge” tennis
fashion by showing the overheads of some of the many daring (and
often criticized) tennis outfits they have worn on the tennis court.
Through this activity the teacher will integrate visual information such
as videos and overhead transparencies with other information in digital
text. End of week one

The teacher will begin week two with a review of showcased “cutting
edge” tennis outfits worn on the tennis court by Venus and Serena
Williams.

The students will be broken into small groups. Each group will be given
a human-sized cardboard cutout and a package of supplies. (All groups
will have the exact same supplies). Students will use these supplies and
the Product Rubric provided to create a “cutting edge,” original tennis
outfit. End of week two.
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