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Source Investigation Tool for Photographs (7th grade) 
 
 
OBSERVE: What do you know for certain? What is going on in this photo? 

What are you actually seeing and how are those details relevant to your question? 

 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
EXTEND: What do you think you know? What inferences can you draw 
from what you have seen? Could the people gathered around a number of small 

balls be playing a game you don’t recognize? Could the kind of clothing or cars in the 
photo suggest it was taken at a certain time or season? Could this location be in the city 
rather than the country? Write what you think you know based on your observations. 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
QUESTION: Write down new questions you have. What do you want to 

know after looking at this photo? Can you answer the questions Who? What? When? 
Where? and Why? for this source? If not, you may have some questions that more 
research could answer.  

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Source Investigation Tool for Written Works (7hgrade) 
 
 
OBSERVE: What do you know for certain? Is there a date written? Is an 

author listed or a written work signed? Who or What are they talking about? Is there an 
address or a location mentioned? What details do they mention that could help answer 
your historical question?  
 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

 
EXTEND: What do you think you know? Does the writer seem biased?  What 

are they trying to communicate to the reader? Are they targeting a specific audience? Is 
the writer talking about something that we know is historically important today? Who 
could the writer be, if you don’t know? Why do you think the author wrote what they did 
in the way that they did? Write what you think you know based on your observations. 
 
 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
QUESTION: Write down new questions you have. What do you want to 

know after reading this source? Can you answer the questions Who? What? When? 
Where? and Why? for this source? If not, you may have some questions that more 
research could answer.   
 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 



Tennis at the Newport Casino in the Gilded Age 
 
Assignment: 
 
One way historians prove a historical fact is to find many different kinds of 
sources that confirm the fact over and over – even if they do so in different 
ways. 
 
Create an imagined source, primary or secondary, biased or objective, that 
communicates the same information that you observed and inferred from 
your sources about Tennis at the Newport Casino, but in a different way.  
 
Then/Or 
 
Pick one of the questions generated from the class analysis of the sources 
from the Tennis Hall of Fame. Create an imagined source, primary or 
secondary, biased or objective, that communicates an answer to this 
question.  


