
 

Women and Tennis 

Lesson 3: Billie Jean King and Title IX 

Unit Overview: As students work through the activities in this unit they will be 
introduced to some important women in tennis. They will explore, through varied 
learning experiences, these women’s significance to the game of tennis, but more 
importantly their impact on the landscape of history. The activities that accompany 
this unit are geared towards the students’ multiple intelligences and will provide 
academic challenges at multiple levels of cognitive complexity while satisfying the 
goal of working towards mastery of grade appropriate common core standards of 
Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects. 

Objectives:  
Students will be able to-  

• Form an understanding of the contribution that Billie Jean King made to her 
sport in regards to the game of tennis and as a woman athlete in general. 

• Gain background knowledge through vocabulary activities and comprehension 
activities (such as guided questioning and using appropriate graphic 
organizers) about the 1970s and about how King contributed in a significant 
way to their specific time in history. 

• Demonstrate what they have learned about King, her significance to the game, 
and her place in history by successfully completing guided questioning 
activities, group organizers, and by taking part in meaningful classroom 
discussions. 

Lesson Time Required: One hour or less 

  



 
Hall of Famer Billie Jean King 
Arguably the single most important female athlete of all time, Billie Jean King was 
forever looking and moving beyond herself toward higher aspirations. That was why 
the USTA was applauded by so many authorities for renaming its National Tennis 
Center in her honor in 2006. King had a multitude of successes on the court, winning 
12 majors in singles, taking 39 major tournaments in total. But she might have 
triumphed much more had her mind not been so fully occupied by pressing causes. 
The first ever President of the Women’s Tennis Association, King seldom took her 
eye off the big picture. For more information visit Billie Jean King on the International 
Tennis Hall of Fame website.  

Billie Jean King items on display in the Museum: 

 
Wightman Cup presented to Billie Jean Moffitt, 1961 
unmarked 
Gift of Billie Jean King, 1999 
99.1.24 
Location: Area 2: Tennis & Tours, Wightman Cup Case 
 

 
1967 Wightman Cup Program 
Mary Ann Eisel, Carole Caldwell Graebner, Billie Jean Moffit (King), Nancy Richey, and 
Rosie Casals of the American team defeated Great Britain 6-to-1 at the Harold T. 
Clark Stadium in Cleveland Heights, Ohio. 
ITHF&M Collection 
Location: Area 2: Tennis & Tours, Wightman Cup Case 
 

 
Billie Jean King 
Sandra Blumberg (American, 1939- ) 

https://www.tennisfame.com/hall-of-famers/inductees/Billie-Jean-King


Acrylic on canvas 
1975 
This action portrait originally hung in the sport’s club “Ovations” at the Philadelphia 
Spectrum Sports Arena. 
Gift of Sandra Blumberg, 1998 
98.4 
Location: Area 3, Next to Roger Federer Hologram 
 

 
Billie Jean King’s Battle of the Sexes Tennis Dress (reproduction), 1973 
Ted Tinling (British, 1910-1990) 
Gift of the Estate of Ted Tinling, 1990 
90.82.6a 
Location: Area 3, WTA Intro Case 
 

 
Tennis Shoes worn by Billie Jean King in 1973 
adidas (German) 
King was under contract from adidas® to wear royal blue tennis shoes, and when 
Tinling created looks for her to wear, he always added some royal blue to, “validate 
the shoes.” 
Gift of Billie Jean King, King Enterprises, 1977 
77.23.4a&b 
Location: Area 3, WTA Intro Case 
 

 
1st Virginia Slims Champion Trophy, 1971 
Trophies and Awards, Inc. (American) 
This trophy was presented to Billie Jean King in 1971 to recognize the beginning of 
the women’s professional tour and Billie Jean’s success at being the first woman to 
earn more than $100,000 in one season. 
Gift of Billie Jean King (Thanks Mom, Dad, and Randy), Director and Founder, World 
TeamTennis, 1999 
99.1.65 
Location: Area 3, WTA Virginia Slims & Prize Money Case 
 



 
We Have Come A Long Way: The Story of Women’s Tennis   
(author) Billie Jean King (American, 1943- ) 
(author) Cynthia Starr (American, unknown) 
(publisher) McGraw-Hill Company (American) 
1988 
This book chronicles the deep history of women’s tennis from its earliest days 
through the formulation of the WTA. 
ITHF&M Collection 
PUB.1988.7 
Location: Area 3, WTA Virginia Slims & Prize Money Case 
 

 
Virginia Slims Legends 
Al Hirschfeld (American, 1903-2003) 
Pen and ink 
1995 
Commissioned to commemorate the inaugural year of the Virginia Slims Legends 
Tour, Al Hirschfeld drew the likenesses of Tracy Austin, Rosie Casals, Françoise 
(Frankie) Dürr, Chris Evert, Evonne Goolagong, Billie Jean King, Olga Morozova, 
Martina Navratilova, Betty Stöve, Wendy Turnbull, and Virginia Wade.  
Hirschfeld is best known for his caricatures which include his daughter’s name (Nina). 
The number “3” by his signature indicates how many times the word “Nina” appears 
in the drawing.  
Gift of the Virginia Slims Legends, 1996 
96.20 
Location: Area 3, WTA Virginia Slims & Prize Money Case 
 

    
Letter from Billie Jean Moffitt to William Kellogg about participating in the first 
Federation Cup, 1963 
Loan courtesy of William J. Kellogg, 1995 
L95.3.3a&b 
Location: Area 3, Global Tennis Gallery, Fed Cup Case 
 



 
Photograph of the First American Federation Cup Team, 1963 
unknown maker 
Gift of Carole Graebner, 1995 
95.47 
Location: Area 3, Global Tennis Gallery, Fed Cup Case 
 

 
Wimbledon Mixed Doubles Trophy, 1967 
Asprey & Co. Ltd. (British) 
99.1.30a&c and 99.1.35b 
Location: Area 3, Grand Slam Gallery, Center Case  
 
Possible Sources: 

• Let Me Play: The story of Title IX, the law that changed the future of girls in 
America, by Karen Blumenthal 

• We Have Come a Long Way: The story of women’s tennis by Billie Jean King 
and Cynthia Starr 

• Kid Athletes: True tales of childhood from sports legends by David Stabler 

Materials Needed: 

• Vocabulary Builder #3 
• Text “Title IX” 
• Tennis Ball Scavenger Hunt graphic organizer 
• Video link and text USA Today “Billie Jean King: Keep successful Title IX 

strong” www.usatoday.com/video/perspectives-billie-jean-king-on-title-ix-
40th-anniversary/1701032697001 

• Edited pre-match clips from the “Battle of the Sexes” 

Vocabulary: 

• Title IX- (n.) the law that states that no person in the United States shall, on 
the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, 
or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity 
receiving Federal financial assistance. 

• Feminist- (n.) a person who supports a range of political movements, 
ideologies, and social movements that share a common goal: to define, 

http://www.usatoday.com/video/perspectives-billie-jean-king-on-title-ix-40th-anniversary/1701032697001
http://www.usatoday.com/video/perspectives-billie-jean-king-on-title-ix-40th-anniversary/1701032697001


establish, and achieve equal political, economic, personal, and social rights for 
women. This includes seeking to establish equal opportunities for women in 
education and employment; (also known as feminism) 
(adj.) of, relating to, or supporting feminism 

• Battle of the Sexes- (n.) generally refers to the conflict between male and 
female gender roles. 
(n.) the title of three tennis matches which took place between a male player 
and a female player; most notably, the Battle of the Sexes between Billie Jean 
King and Bobby Riggs in 1973 

  



Common Core Standards: 

Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects: 

• Key ideas and details 
o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support 

analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information 

of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the 
source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text's description of 
a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, 
how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

• Craft and Structure 
o CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to 
domains related to history/social studies. 

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents 
information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an 
author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or 
avoidance of particular facts). 

• Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in 

charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in 
print and digital texts. 

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and 
reasoned judgment in a text. 

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a 
primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

• Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.7 Conduct short research projects to answer 

a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when 
appropriate. 

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.8 Gather relevant information from multiple 
print and digital sources, assess the credibility of each source; and 
quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources 

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

 

 



Lesson & Activity 

Teaching/Model 

1. Vocabulary Builder: Each student will receive a Vocabulary Builder graphic 
organizer. The teacher will read each word and ask the students to fill in 
bubble 1 if they have never heard the word before, bubble 2 if they have heard 
the word but are unsure of the definition or bubble 3 if they know the word 
and can give the definition and use it in a sentence. 

2. The teacher will work collaboratively with the students to come up with a 
working definition of the words on the graphic organizer and a sentence using 
the words as they pertain to the lesson at hand. 

3. **All Students 
a. The students will read independently or teacher will read aloud “Title 

IX” text. 
b. The students will complete the Title IX Tennis Ball Scavenger Hunt 

graphic organizer using information from the text to determine central 
ideas or information of a primary source. 

c. The students will watch the video 
www.usatoday.com/video/perspectives-billie-jean-king-on-title-ix-
40th-anniversary/1701032697001 based on a USA Today article “Billie 
Jean King: Keep successful Title IX strong” to allow students to 
integrate visual information through video with other information in 
print and text. 

d. The teacher will then introduce the historic match between Billie Jean 
King and Bobby Riggs. Teacher will also explain that Billie Jean King 
agreed to this match to bring attention to the newly passed Title IX 
legislation. 

e. Students will then watch edited clips of from the period leading up to 
the “Battle of the Sexes” match to distinguish among fact, opinion, and 
reason judgement in a text and video. 

f. Based on the completion of the above activities students will leave the 
classroom with an understanding of what Title IX is and who Billie Jean 
King is in regards to tennis and the significant contribution she made to 
equality for women in all sports. 

 

http://www.usatoday.com/video/perspectives-billie-jean-king-on-title-ix-40th-anniversary/1701032697001
http://www.usatoday.com/video/perspectives-billie-jean-king-on-title-ix-40th-anniversary/1701032697001
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