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OLYMPICS CARDS 

 

800 BCE – 400 CE 
 

Olympia, Greece 

 
 1896 

 
Athens, Greece 

 
1900 

 
Paris, France 

 
1904 

 
St. Louis, MO, USA 

 
 

 
 



 

1906 
 

Athens, Greece 

 
 1908 

 
London, England, UK 

 
1912 

 
Stockholm, Sweden 

 
1920 

 
Antwerp, Belgium 

 
 

 
 
 



 

1924 
 

Paris, France 

 
 1928 

 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 

 
1932 

 
Los Angeles, CA, USA 

 
1936 

 
Berlin, Germany 

 
 

 
 
 



 

1948 
 

London, England, UK 

 
 1952 

 
Helsinki, Finland 

 
1956 

 
Melbourne, Australia 

 
1960 

 
Rome, Italy 

 
 

 
 
 



 

1964 
 

Tokyo, Japan 

 
 1968 

 
Mexico City, Mexico 

 
1972 

 
Munich, Germany 

 
1976 

 
Montreal, Canada 

 
 

 
 
 



 

1980 
 

Moscow, Soviet Union 

 
 1984 

 
Los Angeles, California, USA 

 
1988 

 
Seoul, Republic of Korea 

 
1992 

 
Barcelona, Spain 

 
 

 



 

1996 
 

Atlanta, GA, USA 

 
 2000 

 
Sydney, Australia 

 
2004 

 
Athens, Greece 

 
2008 

 
Beijing, China 

 
 

 
 
 



 

2012 
 

London, England, UK 

 
 2016 

 
Rio de Janeiro 

 
2020 

 
Tokyo, Japan 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 



TENNIS FACT CARDS 

 
 

Lawn Tennis is invented by Major Walter Wingfield 22 
years before the first modern Olympics. 

 
After Baron Pierre de Coubertin (from France) founds the 
International Olympic Committee in 1894, the first modern 

Olympic games are held two years later. 
 

 
Unlike the first modern Olympics games, women are able to 
compete in tennis as singles and on “mixed” doubles teams 
for the first time at the second modern Olympics four years 

later.  

 
The location of these Olympics games was picked to coincide 
with the World’s Fair honoring the 100-year anniversary of the 

Louisiana Purchase, where the US acquired over 800,000 
miles of land in the Midwest, including what is now Missouri. In 
tennis, there was only one international competitor – the rest 

were Americans. 
 

 
 



 
The “intercolated games” saw France victorious in most events 

where Max Decugis of France won men’s singles, men’s 
doubles with Maurice Germot, and mixed doubles with his wife, 
Marie Decugis. These unofficial games were held in honor of 

the 10-year anniversary of the first modern Olympics. 

 

 
These games hosted two tennis competitions: one outdoors on 

grass lawns and one indoors on wooden courts. All of the 
winners in both competitions were from the United Kingdom, 

which was fitting since this was the first time the Olympic 
games were held in London.  

 
These games had indoor and outdoor competitions in tennis 
but because the outdoor competitions took place at the same 
time as another major tennis competition, Wimbledon, many 

top players could not attend allowing new faces to shine in the 
sport. These are the only games to date to have been held in 

Sweden.  
 

The United States did not send any tennis players to these 
games because they conflicted with the US National 

Championships for tennis. These games were dedicated to the 
memory of victims from World War I, as the first games to be 

held after the war ended in 1918. 
 

 
 
 



 
Tennis players were very upset by the conditions they faced at these 
Olympics such as half finished courts and stands, the half-mile walk 
from dressing rooms to the competition, and the loud cheering from 

the nearby main stadium affecting their concentration. These games, 
the second to be held in Paris, marked the last time tennis was played 

at the Olympics for another 44 years.  

 
 

These games marked the brief return of tennis to the Olympics 
after a 44 year absence, however, it was a “demonstration” 

sport rather than a full medal sport. Other developments in the 
sport, like the beginning of “Open” tennis, brought efforts to 

come back to the Olympics at full force to a halt.  
 

Tennis returned to these games as a demonstration sport, 
after members of the International Tennis Federation made a 

successful case for why tennis should return to the 
International Olympic Committee. The popularity and success 
of tennis at these games paved the way for tennis to return as 

a full-medal sport four years later in Seoul. 

 
In these games, Steffi Graf from West Germany made history 
as the only player to complete the “Golden Slam” – winning 

the four major international tennis competitions and then 
topping it off with a gold medal at the Olympics. These games 

marked the return of tennis as a full-medal sport after its 
popularity and success four years earlier in Los Angeles. 

 
 



The 25th Olympic games included a number of significant events: 
several member countries of the former Soviet Union played together 

as one team, Croatia played as an independent nation for the first 
time ever, it was the last time the summer and winter Olympics were 

played in the same year and the first time wheelchair tennis was 
included as a full-medal sport in the Paralympics. It was also the first 

time the games were held in Spain. 

 
 
 

These games were called the Centennial Games, taking place 
100 years after the first modern Olympics.  

 

 
In these games, Venus Williams took home her first Olympic 

gold in Women’s Singles and then another in Women’s 
Doubles with her sister Serena. It was the second time the 

games were held in Australia 

 
In these games, Nicolas Massu won the first Olympic medal 

for his home country of Chile when he took gold in men’s 
tennis singles. This was the Olympics third time being held in 

the city of Athens.  

 
 
 



 
In these games, Spain’s Raphael Nadal achieved the world 
number one ranking after taking gold in men’s singles tennis 

while in women’s singles, Russia swept gold silver and 
bronze. These games marked the first time the Olympics were 

held in China.  

 
In the opening ceremony for these games, eight tennis players 
served as flag bearers for their country. These games marked 

the return of Mixed Doubles after an 88-year absence. This 
was the third time the games were held in England’s capital 

city.  
 

 
 

These games marked the first time the Olympics had ever 
been held in a South American Country.  

 
 

 
 
 



WORLD HISTORY FACT CARDS 
 

 
The Roman empire rose and fell, the Persians conquered 

Egypt, the Great Wall of China was built, Mayan pyramids are 
built, the great Greek philosophers Socrates and Plato made 
their marks all while these Olympic Games were going on.  

 
Around the time of the first modern Olympics, many western 
European countries were taking over countries in Africa. By 

the early 1900s there were very few independent African 
countries left. It wasn’t until the middle of the 20th century that 

African nations began to regain their independence.  

 
During the second modern Olympic games, the Boer Wars 

were taking place between Great Britain and the South African 
Republic and the Boxer Rebellion was taking place in China – 
both in response to western countries’ efforts to expand and 

colonize. 
 

 
In the year these games were held, the Russo-Japanese war 

began, construction on the Panama canal started, and 
Theodore Roosevelt became President of the United States. It 

was also the year of the St. Louis World’s Fair.  

 



 

 
As a backdrop to these Olympic games, the Franco-British 

exhibition is also held in London from May to October in 
celebration of the Entente Cordiale – a peaceful alliance 

between Britain and France. This is the first time the Olympics 
are held in this city.  

The Manchu Qing Dynasty comes to an end after over 260 
years and the Republic of China is established, the 47th and 

48th states are added to the USA, the Balkan War takes place, 
and Serbia and Bulgaria secretly sign a treaty of alliance that 

they will assist one another in times of war. This last event 
helps to ensure that there are no Olympic games four years 

later when World War I begins in 1916. 

 
Though fighting in World War I ended in 1918, the Treaty of 
Paris, which officially ended the war, did not take effect until 
the year of these Olympics, held in honor of the war’s many 

victims. Austria, Bulgaria, Germany, Hungary, and Turkey are 
not invited to the games due to their behavior in World War I. 

 

 
 

Largely due to fear tactics on the part of Benito Mussolini, the 
Fascist party takes control of the Italian government with a 2/3 
majority. There would not be another multi-party election until 

22 years later in 1946.  

 
 



 
This year saw a number of protests against authoritarian 
governments and leaders, for peace, and for civil rights 

worldwide. At the same time as the Olympic games, such 
protests, as part of the Mexican Student Movement, were 

even taking place in the host country. 

 
Held in Los Angeles, these games were boycotted by 16 

countries, most of which were from what was known as the 
‘Eastern Bloc,’ including the Soviet Union and East Germany. 
Most of these were in response to the American-led boycott of 
the 1980 Olympics held in the Soviet Union four years earlier. 

Cold War tensions were running high. 
 

 
In anger over not being considered a co-host for these games, 

North Korea boycotted and did not send any athletes to 
participate. A victim of Cold War politics between the Soviet 

Union and the United States, the Korean peninsula had been 
split in two since 1945.  

 
South Africa was allowed to compete in their first Olympics in 

32 years after being suspended for their apartheid policies 
following the 1960 games. These games were also the first 

time Germany sent a unified team since the beginning of the 
Cold War. 

 

 
 



 
Following the end of the Gulf War in 1991, America pushes for 

the complete removal of all weapons of mass destruction in 
Iraq and a government regime change. Five years after the 
war, growing tensions and a lessening of Iraqi cooperation 

with inspectors is a backdrop for these games  

 
Called the ‘Millennium Games’ and the “Games of the new 
Millennium,’ these games took place in the last few months 

that there was no human presence in space. Since November 
2000, the International Space Station has been continuously 

occupied (with humans).  

 
These games take place one year into the Iraq War, which 

began in 2003. On a lighter note, in this year, members of the 
European Union finally agree upon and sign the European 

Constitution, cementing the alliance of its 25 member nations. 
Today, there are 28 member nations in the EU. 

 
 

These games took place during the Global financial crisis of 
2007-2008, considered by many to be the worst financial crisis 

since the Great Depression in the 1930s. 
 

 
 
 



These London games involved a lot of redevelopment in the 
construction phase and focused on sustainability. Continuing 
this trend towards sustainability, in December of this year, the 
Kyoto Protocol, is extended last another 8 years to 2020. This 
was an international treaty where signing nations committed to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions to combat global warming. 

 
 

Only ten days after hosting these Olympics games, Brazil 
voted to impeach its President, Dilma Rouseff. Government 

instability had been a concern leading up to the games. 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 



Chart of Olympic Games 

Olympics Tennis Facts Global History Context 

1896 -  Athens, Greece After Baron Pierre de Coubertin 
(from France) founds the 
International Olympic Committee in 
1894, the first modern Olympic 
games are held two years later. 

 

Around the time of the first modern 
Olympics, many western European 
countries were taking over countries 
in Africa. By the early 1900s there 
were very few independent African 
countries left. It wasn’t until the 
middle of the 20th century that 
African nations began to regain their 
independence. 

1900 – Paris, France Unlike the first modern Olympics 
games, women are able to compete 
in tennis as singles and on “mixed” 
doubles teams for the first time at 
the second modern Olympics four 
years later. 

During the second modern Olympic 
games, the Boer Wars were taking 
place between Great Britain and the 
South African Republic and the 
Boxer Rebellion was taking place in 
China – both in response to western 
countries’ efforts to expand and 
colonize. 

 

1904 – St. Louis, MO 
USA 

The location of these Olympics 
games was picked to coincide with 
the World’s Fair honoring the 100-
year anniversary of the Louisiana 
Purchase, where the US acquired 
over 800,000 miles of land in the 
Midwest, including what is now 
Missouri. In tennis, there was only 
one international competitor – the 
rest were Americans. 
 

In the year these games were held, 
the Russo-Japanese war began, 
construction on the Panama canal 
started, and Theodore Rooselvelt 
became President of the United 
States. It was also the year of the 
St. Louis World’s Fair. 

1908 – London, UK These games hosted two tennis 
competitions: one outdoors on 
grass lawns and one indoors on 
wooden courts. All of the winners in 
both competitions were from the 
United Kingdom, which was fitting 
since this was the first time the 
Olympic games were held in 
London. 

As a backdrop to these Olympic 
games, the Franco-British exhibition 
is also held in London from May to 
October in celebration of the 
Entente Cordiale – a peaceful 
alliance between Britain and 
France. This is the first time the 
Olympics are held in this city. 

1912 – Stockholm, 
Sweden 

These games had indoor and 
outdoor competitions in tennis but 
because the outdoor competitions 
took place at the same time as 
another major tennis competition, 
Wimbledon, many top players could 
not attend allowing new faces to 
shine in the sport. These are the 
only games to date to have been 
held in Sweden. 

The Manchu Qing Dynasty comes 
to an end after over 260 years and 
the Republic of China is 
established, the 47th and 48th states 
are added to the USA, the Balkan 
War takes place, and Serbia and 
Bulgaria secretly sign a treaty of 
alliance that they will assist one 
another in times of war. This last 
event helps to ensure that there are 
no Olympic games four years later 
when World War I begins in 1916. 

   



1920 – Antwerp, 
Belgium 

The United States did not send any 
tennis players to these games 
because they conflicted with the US 
National Championships for tennis. 
These games were dedicated to the 
memory of victims from World War 
I, as the first games to be held after 
the war ended in 1918. 

 

Though fighting in World War I 
ended in 1918, the Treaty of Paris, 
which officially ended the war, did 
not take effect until the year of these 
Olympics, held in honor of the war’s 
many victims. Austria, Bulgaria, 
Germany, Hungary, and Turkey are 
not invited to the games due to their 
behavior in World War I. 

 

1924 – Paris, France Tennis players were very upset by 
the conditions they faced at these 
Olympics such as half finished 
courts and stands, the half-mile 
walk from dressing rooms to the 
competition, and the loud cheering 
from the nearby main stadium 
affecting their concentration. These 
games, the second to be held in 
Paris, marked the last time tennis 
was played at the Olympics for 
another 44 years.  

 

Largely due to fear tactics on the 
part of Benito Mussolini, the Fascist 
party takes control of the Italian 
government with a 2/3 majority. 
There would not be another multi-
party election until 22 years later in 
1946. 

1968 – Mexico City, 
Mexico 

These games marked the brief 
return of tennis to the Olympics 
after a 44 year absence, however, it 
was a “demonstration” sport rather 
than a full medal sport. Other 
developments in the sport, like the 
beginning of “Open” tennis, brought 
efforts to come back to the 
Olympics at full force to a halt.  
 

This year saw a number of protests 
against authoritarian governments 
and leaders, for peace, and for civil 
rights worldwide. At the same time 
as the Olympic games, such 
protests, as part of the Mexican 
Student Movement, were even 
taking place in the host country. 

1984 – Los Angeles, 
CA, USA 

Tennis returned to these games as 
a demonstration sport, after 
members of the International Tennis 
Federation made a successful case 
for why tennis should return to the 
International Olympic Committee. 
The popularity and success of 
tennis at these games paved the 
way for tennis to return as a full-
medal sport four years later in 
Seoul. 

Held in Los Angeles, these games 
were boycotted by 16 countries, 
most of which were from what was 
known as the ‘Eastern Bloc,’ 
including the Soviet Union and East 
Germany. Most of these were in 
response to the American-led 
boycott of the 1980 Olympics held in 
the Soviet Union four years earlier. 
Cold War tensions were running 
high. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1988 – Seoul, Republic 
of Korea 

In these games, Steffi Graf from 
West Germany made history as the 
only player to complete the “Golden 
Slam” – winning the four major 
international tennis competitions 
and then topping it off with a gold 
medal at the Olympics. These 
games marked the return of tennis 
as a full-medal sport after its 
popularity and success four years 
earlier in Los Angeles. 

In anger over not being considered 
a co-host for these games, North 
Korea boycotted and did not send 
any athletes to participate. A victim 
of Cold War politics between the 
Soviet Union and the United States, 
the Korean peninsula had been split 
in two since 1945. 

1992 – Barcelona, 
Spain 

The 25th Olympic games included a 
number of significant events: 
several member countries of the 
former Soviet Union played together 
as one team, Croatia played as an 
independent nation for the first time 
ever, it was the last time the 
summer and winter Olympics were 
played in the same year and the 
first time wheelchair tennis was 
included as a full-medal sport in the 
Paralympics. It was also the first 
time the games were held in Spain. 
 

South Africa was allowed to 
compete in their first Olympics in 32 
years after being suspended for 
their apartheid policies following the 
1960 games. These games were 
also the first time Germany sent a 
unified team since the beginning of 
the Cold War. 
 

1996 – Atlanta, GA, 
USA 

These games were called the 
Centennial Games, taking place 
100 years after the first modern 
Olympics. 

Following the end of the Gulf War in 
1991, America pushes for the 
complete removal of all weapons of 
mass destruction in Iraq and a 
government regime change. Five 
years after the war, growing 
tensions and a lessening of Iraqi 
cooperation with inspectors is a 
backdrop for these games 

2000 – Sydney, 
Australia 

In these games, Venus Williams 
took home her first Olympic gold in 
Women’s Singles and then another 
in Women’s Doubles with her sister 
Serena. It was the second time the 
games were held in Australia. 

Called the ‘Millennium Games’ and 
the “Games of the new Millennium,’ 
these games took place in the last 
few months that there was no 
human presence in space. Since 
November 2000, the International 
Space Station has been 
continuously occupied (with 
humans). 

2004 – Athens, Greece In these games, Nicolas Massu won 
the first Olympic medal for his home 
country of Chile when he took gold 
in men’s tennis singles. This was 
the Olympics third time being held 
in the city of Athens. 

These games take place one year 
into the Iraq War, which began in 
2003. On a lighter note, in this year, 
members of the European Union 
finally agree upon and sign the 
European Constitution, cementing 
the alliance of its 25 member 
nations. Today, there are 28 
member nations in the EU. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



2008 – Beijing, China In these games, Spain’s Raphael 
Nadal achieved the world number 
one ranking after taking gold in 
men’s singles tennis while in 
women’s singles, Russia swept gold 
silver and bronze. These games 
marked the first time the Olympics 
were held in China. 

These games took place during the 
Global financial crisis of 2007-2008, 
considered by many to be the worst 
financial crisis since the Great 
Depression in the 1930s. 
 

2012 – London, UK In the opening ceremony for these 
games, eight tennis players served 
as flag bearers for their country. 
These games marked the return of 
Mixed Doubles after an 88-year 
absence. This was the third time the 
games were held in England’s 
capital city.  
 

These London games involved a lot 
of redevelopment in the construction 
phase and focused on sustainability. 
Continuing this trend towards 
sustainability, in December of this 
year, the Kyoto Protocol, is 
extended last another 8 years to 
2020. This was an international 
treaty where signing nations 
committed to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions to combat global 
warming. 

2016 – Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil 

These games marked the first time 
the Olympics had ever been held in 
a South American Country. 

Only ten days after hosting these 
Olympics games, Brazil voted to 
impeach its President, Dilma 
Rouseff. Government instability had 
been a concern leading up to the 
games. 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Vocabulary 
 
Boycott: to withdraw from a relationship with an organization, person, event, or country as 
punishment or protest 
Alliance: a relationship based on similar interests; a union or partnership with mutual 
benefit 
Authoritarian: favoring or enforcing strict obedience to authority, especially that of the 
government at the expense of personal freedom 
Sustainability: avoiding the depletion of natural resources in order to maintain an 
ecological balance; the ability to be maintained at a certain level or rate 
Global Warming: a gradual increase in the temperature off the earth’s atmosphere over 
time, generally attributed to the greenhouse effect caused by carbon dioxide and other 
pollutants 
Impeach: to charge a person holding public office with misconduct 
Context: the circumstances that form the setting for an event, statement, or idea, and in 
terms of which it can be fully understood and assessed. 
Boer War: fought between the British Empire and two Boer states, the South African 
Republic (Republic of Transvaal) and the Orange Free State, over the Empire's influence in 
South Africa.  
Boxer Rebellion: an anti-foreign, anti-colonial, and anti-Christian uprising that took place 
in China between 1899 and 1901, toward the end of the Qing dynasty. They were 
motivated by proto-nationalist sentiments and by opposition to Western colonialism and 
the Christian missionary activity that was associated with it. 
Russo-Japanese War:  fought between the Russian Empire and the Empire of Japan over 
rival imperial ambitions in Manchuria and Korea. 
Panama Canal: an artificial waterway in Panama that connects the Atlantic Ocean with 
the Pacific Ocean. It allows for increased world trade. 
The Balkan War: consisted of two conflicts that took place in the Balkan Peninsula in 1912 
and 1913. Four Balkan states defeated the Ottoman Empire in the first war; one of the four, 
Bulgaria, suffered defeat in the second war. The Ottoman Empire lost the bulk of its 
territory in Europe. Austria-Hungary, although not a combatant, became relatively weaker 
as a much-enlarged Serbia pushed for union of the South Slavic peoples. The war served as 
a prelude to the First World War I. 
World War I: a global war originating in Europe that lasted from 28 July 1914, to 11 
November 1918. After the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand of Serbia, interlocking 
alliances quickly drew in all the major European powers with their respective colonial 
empires and the conflict rapidly spread across the globe. It was one of the deadliest 
conflicts in history. Unresolved rivalries at the end of the conflict contributed to the start of 
the Second World War about twenty years later. 
Benito Mussolini: an Italian politician and journalist who was the leader of the National 
Fascist Party. He ruled Italy as Prime Minister from 1922 to 1943; he constitutionally led 
the country until 1925, when he dropped the pretense of democracy and established a 
dictatorship. 
Mexican Student Movement: a social movement conducted by students and supported by 
many Mexican citizens motivated by the global Protests of 1968 and a desire for a 
democratic change in the country, more political and civil liberties, the reduction of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_(polity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_African_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_African_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orange_Free_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-colonial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-Christian_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qing_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_nationalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_world
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonialism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant_missions_in_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_of_Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperialism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchuria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balkan_Peninsula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_wars_and_anthropogenic_disasters_by_death_toll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_wars_and_anthropogenic_disasters_by_death_toll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Fascist_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Fascist_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protests_of_1968
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_liberties


inequality and the resignation of the government of the ruling Institutional Revolutionary 
Party that they considered authoritarian. 
Cold War: was a state of tension between the two primary World War II victors, the Soviet 
Union and its satellite states (the communist Eastern Bloc), and the United States, its allies 
and others (the capitalist Western Bloc.) The term "cold" is used because there was no 
large-scale fighting directly between the two sides, but they each supported major regional 
wars known as proxy wars. 
Apartheid: a system of institutionalized racial segregation that existed in South Africa from 
1948 until the early 1990s. Apartheid was characterized by an authoritarian political 
culture based on white supremacy which encouraged state repression of Black African 
and Asian South Africans for the benefit of the nation's minority white population. 
Gulf War:  waged by coalition forces from 35 nations led by the United States against Iraq in 
response to Iraq's invasion and annexation of Kuwait. 
Iraq War: an armed conflict that began in 2003 with the invasion of Iraq by a United States-
led coalition that overthrew the government of Saddam Hussein. The conflict continued for 
much of the next decade as an insurgency emerged to oppose the occupying forces and the 
post-invasion Iraqi government. 
Dilma Rouseff: a Brazilian economist and politician who served as the 36th President of 
Brazil, holding the position from 2011 until her impeachment and removal from office on 
31 August 2016. In March and April 2015 millions of protesters took to the streets 
during 2015 protests in Brazil against Rousseff's alleged involvement in the Petrobras 
scandal which involved monetary kickbacks and corruption. When allegations surfaced 
that she used her political position for personal gain while President Rousseff was part of 
the board of directors of Petrobras, between 2003 and 2010, Brazilians became upset with 
the government and called for Rousseff's impeachment. 
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Historical Perspective Essay 
 
History doesn’t happen in a vacuum: events that we now look back on as 
historic and significant impacted the regular lives and occurrences of those 
living at the time.  
 
Consult the chart of Olympic Games and choose one of the Olympic 
Games where tennis was played between 1896 and the present. You will 
research more about the games and the historical events surrounding 
them, thinking about how key figures of participating nations, Olympians, 
and those following the games around the world may have felt or been 
impacted at the time.  
 
You will then, Write a 1-2 page creative essay taking on the role of a 
political figure, athlete, spectator, etc. from that time period reflecting on the 
impact of the “current events” on their experience of the games. This can 
be in the form of a letter, diary entry, imagined dialogue between two 
people, etc.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


