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Blurb about Simonne Mathieu by the International Tennis Hall of Fame 

In 1940 Simonne Mathieu presented herself to General de Gaulle of France, convincing him to 

establish a women’s auxiliary to the Free French forces, and she herself enrolled in January 

1941. By 1941 the organization had over 100 female volunteers. During the terrible years of 

conflict she fought with the same determination she showed on the tennis court, ending the war 

with the rank of Captain. She marched down the Champs Elysees alongside de Gaulle when 

Paris was liberated in August of 1944. After a separation of four years, she was reunited with 

her family—and with tennis. She served as umpire for the “liberation match” between Henri 

Cochet and Petra at Stade Roland Garros on September 17th, 1944 wearing her uniform as an 

officer in the French forces. 

  



THE STORY OF HALL OF FAMER YVON PETRA, FROM A POW CAMP TO SW19 

COURTS 

by: PHILIP PETRA AS TOLD TO ED MCGROGAN |  

Petra was posthumously inducted into the International Tennis Hall of Fame in Newport, 

R.I. His son, Philip, accepted the honor. (International Tennis Hall of Fame) 

My dad, Yvon, had a very difficult life. He came at the wrong time, frankly.  

By 1936, my dad was the 17th-ranked player in France. Two years later, just before the 

beginning of World War II, he was No. 1 in the country. His big victory came not in 

singles, but in doubles. At Roland Garros in 1938, he and his partner, Bernard Destremau, 

beat Don Budge and Gene Mako, the No. 1 team in the world. 

He was about 20 years old when he started military service. By the time he was 25—an 

age when most people peak as tennis players—he was in the middle of the Second World 

War. He spent two of his peak years in a prison camp in Germany. That was unbelievable 

for him, since he wanted to become champion of the world in tennis. It was his ambition.  

When his company got caught on the front lines of Alsace in early 1940, Adolf Hitler’s 

army was invading France. They sent the soldiers to Germany. Forced to walk for miles, 

my dad’s left knee was injured badly. 

They left my dad at the camp, but after a number of months, word got out that he was still 

there. People knew him, as he had played in Germany before the war. The Germans 

actually sent a surgeon from Berlin to operate on him. 

Finally, after two years, in 1942—after a lot of effort—he was sent home. Then he started 

his recovery. 

My dad got his strength back after approximately a year at home. The reason why great 

players are champions is because they have so much confidence. They think they can beat 

anybody. My dad had that belief. It helped him before, during and after the war.  
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From 1941 through 1945, the French Championships were not held, but the Tournoi de 

France was still contested at Roland Garros. My dad won it three times, beating Cochet 

twice. He had so much confidence and a fighting spirit.  

 



 


