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Source Investigation Tool for Photographs (8th grade) 
 
 
OBSERVE: What do you know for certain? What is going on in this photo? 

What are you actually seeing and how are those details relevant to your question? 

 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
EXTEND: What do you think you know? What inferences can you draw 
from what you have seen? Could the people gathered around a number of small 

balls be playing a game you don’t recognize? Could the kind of clothing or cars in the 
photo suggest it was taken at a certain time or season? Could this location be in the city 
rather than the country? Write what you think you know based on your observations. 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
QUESTION: Write down new questions you have. What do you want to 

know after looking at this photo? Can you answer the questions Who? What? When? 
Where? and Why? for this source? If not, you may have some questions that more 
research could answer.  

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Source Investigation Tool for Written Works (8th grade) 
 
 
OBSERVE: What do you know for certain? Is there a date written? Is an 

author listed or a written work signed? Who or What are they talking about? Is there an 
address or a location mentioned? What details do they mention that could help answer 
your historical question?  
 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

 
EXTEND: What do you think you know? Does the writer seem biased?  What 

are they trying to communicate to the reader? Are they targeting a specific audience? Is 
the writer talking about something that we know is historically important today? Who 
could the writer be, if you don’t know? Why do you think the author wrote what they did 
in the way that they did? Write what you think you know based on your observations. 
 
 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
QUESTION: Write down new questions you have. What do you want to 

know after reading this source? Can you answer the questions Who? What? When? 
Where? and Why? for this source? If not, you may have some questions that more 
research could answer.   
 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 



Tennis at the Newport Casino in the Gilded Age 
 
Assignment: 

1) Generate a historical question about the Newport Casino and its role 
in or ties to the Gilded Age 

2) Research 2-4 sources that you think could help you answer this 
question.  

3) Analyze the reliability of these sources and their relevance to your 
question. 

4) Use the Source Analysis Tool to identify the facts, inferences, and 
new questions you gain from each source.  

5) Write a two to four page paper including the following: 
a. Your historical question 
b. A brief summary of each source 
c. Identification of each source as being primary or secondary 
d. Identification of whether any bias does or does not exist in each 

source and why you believe the source is or is not reliable.  
e. How each source is or is not relevant to your question, 

including the facts you have learned and the inferences you 
have made from each source 

f. What new sources you would seek out, what new questions 
these sources generated, and what new avenues you would 
explore if you were going to do more research to thoroughly 
answer your question. 

 
The goal of this assignment is not necessarily to have completely answered 
your question: it is to assess each source’s ability to help you answer the 
question. Use the Source Analysis Tool as a guide. 
 
 
 
 
Good Resources for finding sources:  
 
https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/ 
https://www.loc.gov/ 
https://newport.pastperfectonline.com/ 
 

https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/
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